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Due to building work commencing at Hull Royal Infi rmary, our UNISON 
offi ce based in the Pod has been relocated to The Craven Building at 
the back of the main hospital building next to the Heli Pad.

Our new phone number for enquiries and support: 01482 311493

A Greener Christmas – Page 2
OneTeam2k Campaign – Page 3
Christmas Prize Draw – Page 4

INSIDE:

You can also contact us on: 
01482 389250 or 07763 553 800

Via email: offi ce.admin@unison-
herhealth.org.uk

We are open for business, but 
due to the current ever changing 
restrictions in response to 
the Coronavirus, staff are not 
permanently based in the offi ce 
and are working from home where 
possible. If you leave a voicemail, 
these are regularly monitored and 
someone will return your call as 
soon as possible. 

As the number of infections rise 
this will likely mean that our 
Workplace Representatives will be 
called back to their substantive 
roles which will leave us very short 
on available support.

We ask for your patience during 
this time and please know we will 
get to your query as soon as we 
are able.

Over the Christmas period from 
Thursday 24 December 2020 to 
Tuesday 5 January 2021 there 
will be reduced staff available. 
Voicemails and emails will be 
checked and urgent queries 
responded to during 
this time. 
You can also contact 
UNISONdirect: 
0800 0857 857. 

Stay safe and 
know we are 
still here if 
you need 
us.

New office, new number...

We have moved!
There for You 
(UNISON Welfare)
Members experiencing financial and 
emotional difficulties can contact our 
welfare charity, There for You, which 
provides a confidential advice service 
for members and their dependants. 
Advice is available on finances, debt, 
wellbeing breaks, benefits and much 
more. Please see the website for more 
details: 

www.unison.org.uk/get-help/
services-support/there-for-you/

Show your support for There for You 
and make a huge difference to the 
lives of members who through no fault 
of their own are struggling. Join the 
UNISON Lottery today from just £1 and 
be in with the chance of winning a 
great cash prize. 

Join online: 
unison.charitylotteries.co.uk  
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Christmas 2020 is going to be very 
different from anything we have 
ever experienced in our lifetimes. 

Some of us will be working (I’ll be 
covering the Primary PCI on-call 
service at Castle Hill Hospital helping 
to treat patients having heart attacks) 
and some of you will be enjoying a 
well deserved rest in between hectic 
shifts. 

Whatever you do please take care of 
yourselves and your loved ones and 
remember that this diffi cult time will 
pass. 

The clinical trials look very promising 
for at least two of the vaccines 
being developed. Once vaccination 
programmes are rolled out they will 
help protect those most vulnerable 
in our society, our front-line staff and 
eventually all of us.

But until that time we urge you as 
healthcare professionals to stick to 
the rules and set a positive example 
to your families, to friends and 
neighbours, to our patients and to the 
general public. Let’s work together as 
a union to beat this virus.

•  Always wear a mask as soon as you 
come onto a hospital site – don’t 
worry, Santa will still recognise you.

•  Follow the 2 metre social distancing 
rules – this year avoid the mistletoe.

•  Remember to keep washing your 
hands – that festive glitter gets 
everywhere!

Stay safe, look after yourselves, and 
remember UNISON is always here for 
you.

Rachel Waters
Branch Secretary

A word from your 
Branch Secretary Earlier this year Kathy McCormick 

our former Branch Treasurer and 
long standing HUTH employee sadly 
lost her life. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions it was 
not possible for anyone to represent 
the branch at her funeral. As a 

branch we decided to honour Kathy’s 
memory with a donation to WISHH 
(Working Independently to Support Hull 
Hospitals).

Our donation will benefi t staff around 
the Trust in areas where Kathy had 
previously worked.

The long, dark and wintry days make 
the holiday season a welcome time 
for most of us and this year that 
Christmas cheer is needed more 
than ever. 

Although environmental issues will 
probably not be the fi rst thought in 
our heads it’s worth noting that in 
the UK, over the festive season, we 
create 30% more waste than usual, 
which gives us a great opportunity 
to make a difference by recycling 
effectively and maybe adopting one or 
two environmentally friendly ideas. I’m 
sure a lot of you have some great tips, 
these are my top three:

1.  It is estimated that in the 
UK alone we throw away the 
equivalent of 227,000 miles of 
wrapping paper every year. 

With that in mind, it’s worth making the 
effort to use gift-wrapping that can be 
recycled. Avoid shiny paper or the kind 
that has glitter or foil (these are non-
recyclable and have to go to landfi ll). 

Attractive alternatives are available in 
many stores and charity shops. Plain 
brown paper is great fun for the kids 
to decorate with paint or potato prints 
and if tied with string or wool instead of 
tape the wrapping can be safely put in 
the recyling bin afterwards.

2.  Make sure that those glass empties 
go in the recycling bin. An eye-
watering amount of glass gets sent 
to landfi ll in January and December.

3.  Try and buy some second hand 
gifts. You can fi nd some great, 
unusual “preloved” items in charity 
shops and local on-line sites. 

This year’s events have given us 
an understandable preference for 
wrapped food items and there has 
been a general increase in packaging 
in many areas but if we recycle all we 
can we will make a difference. 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas
Merry Sloan
Environmental Rep

Donation to WISHH Charity

Enjoy Christmas and Care for the Environment

Rachel Waters, Branch Secretary, 
presented our cheque to WISHH 

in memory of Kathy
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OneTeam2K Campaign
As you will be aware we are in the 
fi nal year of a three year pay deal 
that ends on 31st March 2021. The 
public sector pay review bodies are 
due to meet soon to negotiate an 
award from April 2021 onwards.

UNISON are campaigning for an uplift 
of £2,000 for all staff. This increase 
would lift the minimum wage in the 
NHS above £20,000 pa for the fi rst 
time and would be a rise of 8% for a 
newly qualifi ed Band 5 Staff Nurse. 

This campaign is called ‘One Team 2K’ 
and you will have seen it on Branch 
communications, our social media 
accounts and campaign documents.

Between the 4th to 6th November, 
UNISON ran a national two day 
promotion to raise awareness of the 
campaign. Our Branch took part in this, 
starting with us inviting all our local 
MPs to our on-line branch meeting.

We were delighted to have Dame 
Diana Johnson, MP for Hull North in 
attendance. Diana started by thanking 
all healthcare staff for their dedication 
and hard-work during the pandemic. 
She pledged her support, promised to 
raise awareness, and campaign on our 
behalf in Parliament.

During the campaign we will 
continue to share photographs of 
members on our Facebook page and 
Twitter account. I’d like to thank my 
colleagues and fellow members in 
Cardiology at CHH, who are pictured 
here, for taking part in this.

Rachel Waters
Branch Secretary
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It needs to be done differently this year due 
to social distancing restrictions in place. We 
discussed it, and decided the easiest and 
safest way is to use e-vouchers.

This means that the vouchers are electronic 
only so you must have a valid email 
address to be entered.

This year all members with a valid email 
will be automatically entered into the draw. 
Please ensure your email is up to date. You 
can do this by logging in to ‘MyUNISON’ and 
using your membership number (which is on 
the envelope this arrived in).

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!

Through no fault of their own, 
thousands of families in Hull 
and the surrounding areas are 
struggling to make ends meet. 

The trade unions have set up the 
Unity Shop to provide food and other 
necessities for those families who are 
struggling across the city. 

Some 10,226 of the children in Hull 
living below the poverty line in March 

2019 were in working families – 55%  
of the total, and up from 8,224 in 2015. 

They haven’t failed, the system has. 

You can show support in a number of 
ways: with a one off donation or gift, 
volunteering in the Unity shop, a small 
monthly donation by standing order; 
a few pounds a month that will go a 
long way to support the Unity Shop on 
a long term basis. 

Please consider donating via standing 
order to: 
Account Name: Council Unity Shop                 
Sort Code: 08-92-50 
Account Number: 67005844 
Reference: 28029 

All donations are gratefully received
Please visit: www.unityshop.co.uk/
for more information

Hull and District Trades Council Food 
Bank Initiative – The Unity Shop

Prizes:
10 prizes of a £50 e-voucher
90 prizes of a £10 e-voucher

From all of us at UNISON Hull & East Riding Health BranchFrom all of us at UNISON Hull & East Riding Health Branch

MEMBERS FREE MEMBERS FREE MEMBERS FREE 
CHRISTMAS DRAWCHRISTMAS DRAWCHRISTMAS DRAWCHRISTMAS DRAWCHRISTMAS DRAWCHRISTMAS DRAW

WE ARE HOLDING OUR ANNUAL 


